ADVANTAGES FOR TOWN PLANNING
would almost inevitably make a better job of the town
planning of a city where there were no private ownership
of land or buildings. To any one who has experience of the
slow progress and of the difficulties of town planning in
England, the constant preoccupation with the damage done
to certain private interests when any scheme is proposed,
however advantageous the scheme may be to the community
as a whole, the constant bugbear of compensation and
excessive costs, it seems almost the realization of a dream
to find a city where these problems do not arise.
OXE-PARTY GOVERNMENT
Dr. Robson has described the constitution and powers of
the Mossoviet in detail. Let us consider them again shortly
in order to try to understand their power to concentrate a
great mass of energy on to a single job and to secure the
enthusiastic co-operation of the mass of the people, as they
did in the case of the building of the Metro:1 and more
broadly their relative advantages compared with party
government of the British type.
The first words to us of the acting chairman of the
Mossoviet were: "The Mossoviet is an organ of the national
government/5 And there is no doubt that this is true. The
executive power of the Mossoviet is vested in the presidium,
a body of about fifteen elected members, most of whom
devote the whole of their time to the work of the Mossoviet
and receive appropriate salaries. So far as I could judge,
they appeared to be persons (there is one woman) of high
efficiency, integrity, enthusiasm, and devotion. Within the
presidium there is an inner group of five, who are the day-
to-day government of Moscow* It is interesting to note that
a small governing committee of this sort, of from three to
five persons, is the form which has been more and more
adopted by the big corporations in this country (L.M.S.,
I.C.I., Unilever, etc.). Below the presidium is a hierarchy
of officials responsible to the presidium, planning, advising,
carrying out orders. At the other end the presidium is in
close touch with the commissariats of the national govern-
ment. The whole thing is a civil service efficiently organized
to carry out the orders of the government.
1 See p, 203.
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